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I have your letter. I do not think you have quoted
me correctly. But that does not affect your argument.
My letter of yesterday anticipates most part of your
argument and answers it. I do not think you need
go* to Segaon by way of penance. You should go
there only if you cannot be happy otherwise. Whilst
I am in Maganwadi you can render all the personal
service you like, only letting Ba share what she likes.
When I go to Segaon, as I must, if you are not there,
nobody of the present company can be with me. I
must make new friends and coworkers in Segaon. You
can settle in any other neighbouring village if you
like, so as to be near me. I do not contemplate much
travelling, certainly none outside India in the near
future. "I do not ask to see the distant scene, one
step enough for me," My heart is in the villages. I
want an excuse for going there. Of my own volition
I lack the courage to go or to combat the arguments
of friends. But if you can persuade yourself to -leave
Segaon, as soon as I return from my convalescence, I
would love to go to Segaon, not as any punishment
to you, but as a welcome God-given opportunity for
going to a village. The rains won't worry me in the
slightest degree. I should find for myself all the com-
fort I may need there. Hence I would like you not
to disturb yourself on my account. You should go to
Segaon only if you feel the impulse to do village work.
If you do not, you should quietly settle down in

* I was in Segaon temporarily putting up in an old bullockshed
in Jamnalalji's bagicha.   By "go" Bapu meant settle down,
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